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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT/COMMENT 
Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. Authorization for this examiner's amendment 
was given in a telephone interview with Peter C. Lauro on January 16, 2007. 

Amendment to claims 

(i) . Claim 26 has been amended as: 

26. A method for identifying a test compound that modulates a heterologous receptor in 
a MATa Saccharomyces cerevisiae cell, said method comprising: providing a MATa 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae cell which comprises a heterologous receptor that is 
functionally integrated into a pheromone response pathway of said cell, wherein said 
cell has the endogenous AGA1 gene deleted, such that the AGA2 protein is secreted 
upon activation of said pheromone response pathway; contacting said cell with a test 
compound; and detecting a change in the level of expression of said AGA2 protein, 
thereby identifying a test compound that modulates said heterologous receptor. 

(ii) . In claim 27, line 2, replace "AGA2 gene product" by --AGA2 protein-. 



(iii). Claims 45 and 46 have been cancelled. 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,576 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1646 

Amendment to Specification 

Replace the first paragraph of the specification by the following: 
"This application is a continuation application of application no. 09/658,765, filed 
September 8, 2000, now abandoned, which claims priority to provisional application no. 
60/153,300, filed September 10, 1999. The contents of the aforementioned applications 
are hereby incorporated by reference." 

Conclusion 

Claims 26-38, 43, and 44 are allowed. Claims 26-38, 43, and 44 will be issued as claims 
1-15, respectively. 

Advisory Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruixiang Li whose telephone number is (571) 272-0875. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 
pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Nickol, can be reached on (571) 272-0875. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, please contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at the toll-free phone number 866-217-9197. 



Ruixiang Li, Ph.D. 
Primary Examiner 
January 21 , 2007 




